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Starting CUSTOMTOOLS in SOLIDWORKS

Introduction

What does it do?

Activating the CUSTOMTOOLS add-ins in SOLIDWORKS launches the CUSTOMTOOLS add-ins and
allows the user to access the different tools available in SOLIDWORKS (e.g. Batch printing &

Conversion, property...).

How does it work?

All the different tools available in CUSTOMTOOLS will be installed and accessible from SOLIDWORKS.
CUSTOMTOOLS comes in different packages (Basic, Express, Standard and Professional). The
Professional version of CUSTOMTOOLS is always installed and then the limitations for each package
are applied after the license has been activated. Functionalities that are not included in certain

packages can be accessed but the usage will be restricted.

How can you use it?

Once the CUSTOMTOOLS add-in is available in SOLIDWORKS, it can be accessed from the Command
manager of SOLIDWORKS through the CUSTOMTOOLS menu, or from the SOLIDWORKS Menu (Click
CUSTOMTOOLS if using earlier version of SOLIDWORKS 2015 or Tools -> CUSTOMTOOLS if using
SOLIDWORKS 2015).
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Activating the CUSTOMTOOLS add in

‘ﬁSDUDWORKS‘ File View Tools Help ,¢| D-FB-@-&-5-L- (1 58"

&) =5 2|

Add-Ins >

Last Load | ™

Active Add-ins Start Up Time

&) SOLIDWORKS PDM Client

7 sOLIDWORKS Routing

(1@ SOLIDWORKS Simulation

0P SOUDWORKS Toolbox Library

O SOLIDWORKS Toolbox Utilities
0% soubworks utilities

[0 SOLIDWORKS Workgroup PDM 2016
DEI Tolanalyst

< 1s

oooooboE

[=|sOLIDWORKS Add-ins
O Autotrace

SOLIDWORKS Composer = 1s

Bl & O

= SOLIDWORKS Forum 2016 <13

[=|other Add-ins

& CUSTOMTOOLS 2017
O SOLIDWORKS 3DEXPERIENCE SmartLink

O Oj&

O SOLIDWORKS XPS Driver 2016

When starting SOLIDWORKS,

1. Open the SOLIDWORKS Add-ins dialog,
2. Select CUSTOMTOOLS 2015.

Q NOTE: The SOLIDWORKS Add-ins dialog can also be accessed by clicking Tools, from
the SOLIDWORKS menu and selecting Add-ins (at the bottom of the menu).
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Using the CUSTOMTOOLS add-ins

When no documents are opened in SOLIDWORKS

Certain functionalities of CUSTOMTOOLS can be accessed if no documents are opened in
SOLIDWORKS.

“P?SSOUDWORKS| File View Tools Help b g D - @ - - - - - ik -

] s Y] N

The following functionalities of CUSTOMTOOLS can be accessed:

- Copy

- Print & Convert
- Import

- Options

When documents are opened in SOLIDWORKS

From the CUSTOMTOOLS menu in the Command Manager

J{%SOUDWGRKS File Edit View Insert Tools Window Help Xl O-F-B8-&8- '
80 % @ @ 8 g6 a8 &

Properties Copy Comment Open Print and Import Explore Where Export 3D Bcn.unding Options
Drawing Convert Used Box

-

Features | Sketch | Sheet Metal | Weldments | Evaluate | DimXpert | SOLIDWORKS Add-Ins | CUSTOMTOOLS (
~ |

If the CUSTOMTOOLS menu is not available in the Command Manager of SOLIDWORKS, right click on
the command manager menu and select CUSTOMTOOLS.
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| [ = P :
Sketch

Surfaces
Sheet Metal
Weldments

Mold Tools

Data Migration

Direct Editing
Evaluate
DimXpert
Render Tools
SOLIDWORKS Add-Ins
CUSTOMTOOLS |
Analysis Preparation

<

<

Use Large Buttons with Text
Customize CommandManager...

From the SOLIDWORKS Menu

T T i o e o
] 1?7SSOLI'DWORKS[ File Edit View \nser‘t] Tools ||Window Help )f~‘ D - @ - ﬁ - g - ' @ {,E‘:} -
: -

a8 @B & 8 .

| Properties Copy Comment Open Print and ) SONDWORES Bpplications '

E Drawing Convert 4 Xpress Products 4

h SOLIDWORKS PDM 4

' Features | Sketch | Sheet Metal ‘ Weldments | E‘ I,

: - || customTOOLS +| ) Properties..

r — : Export...

RS B & @ > 5o Defeature.. c 2

| opy...

] w2 Export To AEC..

] ¥ e P Comment..

'@ 1-000016 (150<<Default>_Display Stat Select Explore...

1o History (}, Magnified Selection 3D Bounding Box

Sensors . Box Selection

e 8 B SYsoLed

: OpenDrawing...
] » B Annotati < Lasso Selection i 2
'+ [A] Annotations

Al W Select All Ctrl+A PrintAndConvert...
1 B Cutlist(1) Import

§5 Material <not specified= IF Power Select.. WhereUsed...

. N Front Plane

1 : Compare 4 Options...

] N Top Plane ) P i P

: o Find/Modify 4 DataServer...

1 I\ Rignt Plane Design Checker 4

Click Tools, CUSTOMTOOLS, and then the CUSTOMTOOLS menu appears in SOLIDWORKS 2015 or
Click CUSTOMTOOLS if using earlier release of SOLIDWORKS 2015.
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Selecting the server where the CUSTOMTOOLS database has been

installed

&$ Register CUSTOMTOOLS Database Server ? x

| Server name:

| ATR150-HVI\CUSTOMTOOLS R |

[ ]use Windows authentication 2
-

Server user name:

E |

Server user's password:

o oK € Ccancel

Once the CUSTOMTOOLS Add-ins has been activated the Register CUSTOMTOOLS Database Server

dialog appears automatically.

1. Select the Server where the CUSTOMTOOLS database has
CUSTOMTOOLS Administration Tool) from the Server name,

2. Use the defined credential to access it.

been created (in the

% Data Vault (CUSTOMTOOLS) ?

_-PServerProperties... ‘VDatabase ‘ ESetas active |eFiefresh ‘

] ATR150-HVI\CUSTOMTOM! §
~ [] customTOOLS 1
~ [ Profiles —
[s) customTOOLS = 2

Once the Server has been selected:

1. Select the CUSTOMTOOLS database (e.g. CUSTOMTOOLS Demo),

2. Select the profile to be used can be selected (e.g. CUSTOMTOOLS Demo).
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Log in into the CUSTOMTOOLS database

Once the CUSTOMTOOLS server and database have been selected, the user will be prompted with
the CUSTOMTOOLS Log-in dialog where he/she needs to log in with his/her user credentials defined
in the Administration Tool. Click Log in to Log in to the CUSTOMTOOLS database.

Q TIP: Remember the user by selecting the Remember me check box in the CUSTOMTOOLS login.

Basic information
User name:
I| Frasimon

CUSTOMTOOLS

Early-visibility version

When changing username it must be
verified by typing the password.

Confirm password:

= .
Active profile:

Optional information

First name:
5 Log In
| Francois I
Last name: Cancel
| Simon |
B Remember me
Initials:
| FsI |
|
|
Options... (@ oK '@ Cancel |
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Chapter 4: Importing old design data into the

CUSTOMTOOLS database

Introduction

What does it do?

The import tool can be used to import SOLIDWORKS file references that were designed prior to
using CUSTOMTOOLS. The main benefit of importing old design files into the CUSTOMTOOLS
database is that it will allow the user to use the CUSTOMTOOLS Search functionality.

Q NOTE: In order to batch print or convert old designed files where the child components or
drawings are stored into different folders/different name than the refering assembly, the
SOLIDWORKS files need to be imported into the CUSTOMTOOLS database in order to be found by
CUSTOMTOOLS.

How does it work?

CUSTOMTOOLS will import all the references of the SOLIDWORKS Files that are added to the list of
Files to import. CUSTOMTOOLS also offers the possibility to search and import the drawings of the
listed 3D model.

How can you use it?

J_P?SSOUDWORKS File Edit View Insert Tools Window Help Jfl D 'E

M i

8 N % B @& | |Bl1g a ©
Properties Copy Comment Open Print and mport Explore Where Export 3D Bounding

Drawing Convert Used Box

-

Features ‘ Sketch ‘ Sheet Metal ‘ Weldments|@ Import SOLIDWORKS Files.... 2
ko] Convert Solid Edge Files... "

s}

PR — - P N - .

To open the Import dialog,

1. Click Import,
2. Select Import SOLIDWORKS Files....
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SOLIDWORKS Files to be imported to the CUSTOMTOOLS database can then be added to the list of
Files to import.

Using the Import functionality

Selecting the files to be imported to the CUSTOMTOOLS database

25 SOLIDWORKS OO --H-=-9-L -8 5 B -
I NDGEHENDHEIIE DM

Files to import

Import\Convert
File

Add Active Document 1

Add Files... 2 ‘

‘ Add Folder... 3 ‘

‘ Load From File... ‘

Save Failed...

Delete Selected
Clear List

Tip: If you are importing files made with CustomTools 3.x you should select to Import revision data and Add Folder From Vault...
Read CT3 custom property meta-data. If files are not used in CT3 anymore select to Delete CT3 custom
property meta data for performance reasons.

Cancel Operation
Options

Import drawings of 3D models | Drawing Options... |
[ Jmmport revision data |
[ |rRead CT3 custom property meta-data
[|pelete unused CT3 custom property meta-data Conversion Options...

Revision Options... |

[ |pon't import referenced files that already exist in the database
[]open and save file in SOLIDWORKS

[ Ipon't process unmapped sheet formats

1. Add Active Document: Adds the assembly or part currently active in SOLIDWORKS and all
sub-components child to the list of Files to import.

2. Add files...: Opens the Windows Explorer where the files to be added to the list of Files to
import can be manually selected.

3. Add folder...: Opens the Browse for folder dialog where all the SOLIDWORKS files stored in
the selected folder will be added to the list of Files to import.

4. Import/Convert: Click import and convert to import the files into the CUSTOMTOOLS
database.

_’(P'_ NOTE: Sub-folders can also be included.
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Importing files from the sub-folders

% Browse For Folder (CUSTOMTO... ? x>

Select Folder
|Inc|ude subfolders |

123457 2
123458
123459
123460
123461
: General

Folder: | General

@ oK € cancel

If the Add folder... option has been selected from the Import dialog, then the Browse for folder dialog
opens. Select the Include sub-folder check box to add SOLIDWORKS files stored in the sub-folders to

the list of Files to import.

Importing files into the database

C$ Custom Import (CUSTOMTOOLS) ? X

Files to import

Import\Convert. 1

File Status ~ —
[l C\Users\CustomTools\Do.. \1-000016.SLDPRT Add Active Document
" C\Users\CustomTool..\1-000015-ALU SLDPRT
4C\Users\CustomTools\Doc.. \000050. SLDASM Add Files...
" C\Users\CustomTools\Docu..\000023.SLDPRT
[ C\Users\CustomTools\Docu..\000022 SLDPRT Add Folder...
" C\Users\CustomTools\Docu..\000021.5LDPRT
" C\Users\CustomTools\Docu..\000020.SLDPRT Load From File...
"l C\Users\CustomTools\Docu..\000019.SLDPRT
C\Users\CustomTools\Docu.. \000018.SLDPRT v Save Failed...

38 file(s) to import in the list.

Delete Selected

Once the list of files to import has been defined click on the Import\Convert button.
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No Project information

Files that have been designed prior to CUSTOMTOOLS and that are imported in the CUSTOMTOOLS
will have the <No project> information. The <No project> option is only available to files that are

imported into the CUSTOMTOOLS project and cannot be selected from the list of projects.

SERICE
Custom Properties @
v X
Action: ~ B
{% Partl
’ Default w
I'-'_l' Property Specific b
fo 100<As Machined> w

[ ]include only active/referenced configuration

> [ome ] ®
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CUSTOMTOOLS Options

Introduction

What does it do?

The CUSTOMTOOLS Options can be used to configure the CUSTOMTOOLS Profile settings (E.g.
custom properties, batch printing & file conversion profile, file naming rules,...). It can also be used

to manage the Database Options (e.g. Manage dictionaries...) and the User preferences.

How does it work?

The CUSTOMTOOLS options consists of three different tab:

- Database Options
- Profile Options
- User Options

The access to the Options can be restricted based on the users or user groups rights and

permissions.

How can you use it?

The Options can be accessed from SOLIDWORKS or from the CUSTOMTOOLS Administration Tool.
The access to the Options can be restricted based on the user. The rights and permissions to access
the Database Options or Profile Options can be defined in the Administration Tool for every user or

user group.
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Database Options

CE; Database Options - General (CUSTOMTOOLS)

Database Options | 1 Options User Options

General 2

|

3 Atiributes Dictionary default language: English (United States) Re
[ Ti lation Opti =

5 C[IZOSr:r\E:esE:'Ieomn;late: Database session timeout: 30 2| minute(s)

To access the Database options, open the Options:
1. Activate the Database Options tab,
The Database Options tab contains the following items:

2. General: Select in which language custom properties retrieved from the language dictionaries
are saved into the CUSTOMTOOLS database. Define the timeout for the database.
3. Attributes: An attribute is the link between the value stored in the CUSTOMTOOLS database

and a property. Attributes must be unique.

3) NOTE: Attributes can be created directly from the Property wizard.
4. Translation Options: Manages the dictionaries and languages available to translate custom
properties during the batch printing and file format conversion.

5. CustomNotes Templates: Manages the property notes to be inserted in the DXF/DWG files.

Profile Options

The Profile Options can be used to configure the different functionalities available in CUSTOMTOOLS.

If modifications are applied to the Profile, then they will be immediately available to the users.
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I
3

v

13
15

To access the Profile options, open the Options:

Projects . 2
Sequences
CustomProperties . 4
Model Properties
Drawing Properties
w Cut List Properties
Sheet Metal Settings
Weldment Settings
Version Properties
Custom Scope Properties
w Custom Entity Properties
Custom Entity Settings
Lookup Lists < 5
Combination Properties
Model Combination
Drawing Combination
Weldment Combination

RAL Color 7
Color
Batch Job - 9

Frint Properties

Sheet Format Action

Layer Definitions
File Conversion 10
Database Search Groups 11
Materials - 12
Export Profiles
Cutting Profile Options . 14
Coord Mote Options

CE Profile Options - Projects (CUSTOMTOOQLS)
Database Options FProfile Options _1 Jptions

Add... Edit...

v General
123457: CustomTools
123458: ATR Soft
v 123459: Hallidon Group
123460: Conveyor
123461: Packaging Line
100000: Design Library

o

Settings
Model filenames
CustomProperty used as filename: drw_no w

[ customProperty used as part filename:

Save folder:

I

Allow saving in different location and/or different filename

Demand changing of filename when value of CustomProperty used
as filename is changed

Dlgnore files located in defined Design Library folders
Drawing filenames
Name drawings according to:

Froperty va -

CustomProperty: Drawing na ~

il

Save folder for drawings:

1. The Profile Options tab is always activated when opening the Options.

The Profile Options tab contains the following items:

P wbd

Page

Projects: Manages the projects and the file naming and storing rules.
Sequences: Defines the sequences to be used by a property.

Properties: Defines the custom properties for:

a. Model Properties: Configure the Properties pane for Parts & Assemblies.

b. Drawing Properties: Configure the Properties pane for Drawings.

c. Cut List properties: Configure the Properties pane for Cut list items.

d. Version properties: Configure the custom properties available in the revision table.

Lookup Lists: Defines the different look up lists available for custom properties with the type

defined as: Combobox, Editable Combobox or Hierarchical combo.

Combination Properties: Combines multiple custom properties to create a new property (E.8.

to be used as a property to generate a file name).

RAL Color: Manages the RAL color available with a property that retrieve a RAL Color.

Color: Manages the color available with a property that retrieve a Color.

Batch Job:
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a. Print Properties: Defines the batch printing profiles available in the Print &
Conversion.
b. Sheet Format Action: Defines the profiles to reload or convert the drawing sheet
format.
c. Layer Definition: Defines the profiles that hide or show certain layers of the drawings
during the batch printing or file conversion.
10. File conversion: Defines the file conversion profiles available in the Print & Conversion.
11. Database Search Groups: Creates a search in a table of an external database.
12. Material: Manages custom material.
13. Export Profiles: Manages the Excel report profile.
14. Cutting Profile Options: Defines the settings used by the Cutting profile to create a new
drawing sheet containing a flatten view ready to be converted to DXF/DWG.

15. Coord Note Options: Defines the settings used to insert coordinates into the Drawings.

User options

Each CUSTOMTOOLS users defined in the AdministrationTool is able to define its own preferences.

CE. User Options - General (Admin)

Database Options Profile Options User Options 1

2 General Dictionary default language: English (United States) v
File Operations 3
Select the user interface language: English (United States) v

To access the User Options, open the Options:
1. Activate the User Options tab,
The User Options tab contains the following items:

2. General: Selects the language for the User Interface and Dictionaries of CUSTOMTOOLS.
Configure how the Search results will be displayed.

3. File Operations: Defines settings when saving a SOLIDWORKS Documents with
CUSTOMTOOLS.
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