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CUSTOMTOOLS
Managing your projects

Introduction

What does it do?
The projects can be used to ease the management of the SOLIDWORKS documents. CUSTOMTOOLS

projects can be configured so that documents are always saved to the right folder and to the right
name. In addition, default property values can be automatically loaded, once the project is selected

from the Properties pane.

How does it work?

The user is able to define project structure including sub-projects. Specific file naming and storing
conventions can be defined for each project. Default property values can be defined for the

assemblies, part and drawing.

How can you use it?

The projects can be accessed from the Properties pane of CUSTOMTOOLS. Once a project is
selected, all the default property values assigned to the project will be automatically loaded. Once
the user clicks “OK” on the property the file will be saved to the designated folder. The projects can

also be accessed from the Copy and Search functionalities of CUSTOMTOOLS.

Q NOTE: The general project is the default project of CUSTOMTOOLS and cannot be removed.
Files that were designed prior to CUSTOMTOOLS will have No project assigned by default.

Add a new project

To add a new project, open the CUSTOMTOOLS Options dialog,

1. Select Project from the Profile Options tab,
2. Click Add. The Project dialog opens,
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CUSTOMTOOLS

% Project (CUSTOMTOOLS BETA) ? >

Name: 1
[ |

Project number: 2

Copy settings from: 3

General w

Parent project: General

(] oK € Ccancel

1. Name: Defines the name of the project as it will appear in the Properties pane (e.g. Pamet).

Project number: Defines a project number (e.g. 125460).

9 TIP: Project name/number can be associated in the file name by using a combination
of property.
3. Copy settings from: Copies the settings of an existing project to the new project. File naming
rules, destination folder and default property value will be copied to the new settings of the

project.

Define the file saving rules used by a project

Specific Save folder and file Property used as filename can be assigned for each project. This allows

the user to ease the management of SOLIDWORKS files.
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CUSTOMTOOLS

Revision Properties
Custom Scope Properties

100000: Design Library

w Custom Entity Properties
Custom Entity Settings
Lookup Lists
~ Combination Properties
Model Combination
Drawing Combination
Weldment Combination
RAL Color
Color
v Batch Job
Print Properties
Sheet Format Action
Layer Definitions
File Conversion
Database Search Groups

G Profile Options - Projects (CUSTOMTOOLS BETA) ?
Database Options Profile Option. 1 options
Projects. 2 Add... Edit... Delete...
Sequences
v Praperties v General & i
> Settings 4
Model Properties 123457: CustomTools :
Drawing Properties 123458: ATR Soft 3 Model filenames
v Cut List Properties v 123459: Hallidon Group Property used as filename: ‘ Filename v |
Sheet Metal Settings 123460: Conveyor '
Weldment Settings 123461: Packaging Line Property used as part filename: ‘ drwi_no ~ |

Allow saving in different location and/or different filename
Demand changing of filename when value of Property used as filename is changed

[“l1gnore files located in defined Design Library folders

Drawing filenames

Name drawings according to: ‘ Property value of the referer - |

‘ Drawing name ~ |

I | =

Property:

Save folder for drawings:

To define the saving conventions used by a project, open the Options,

From the Profile Options tab,

Select Project, from the tree view.

1
2
3. Then select the specific project for which the saving settings are to be defined.
4

Select the Property used as filename used to generate a file name. Specify the Save folder

used by CUSTOMTOOLS to save your Models and Drawings.

Assign default property values for a project

® [ ]

Filename

affis

Drawing Mo* ‘my

Configuration

specific MNo
drawing

E [tem category

5| e Fabricated

When a project is selected from the Properties pane of CUSTOMTOOLS, certain property values can

automatically be loaded.

Default property values can be assigned for Parts, Assemblies and Drawings.
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CUSTOMTOOLS

% Profile Options - Projects (CUSTOMTOOLS BETA)

Database Options Profile Options

Projects . 2
Sequences
~ Properties
Model Properties
Drawing Properties
~ Cut List Properties
Sheet Metal Settings
Weldment Settings
Revision Properties

) 1 plions

Add... Edit...

~ General 3
123457: CustomTools
123458: ATR Soft
w 123459: Hallidon Group
123460: Conveyor
123461: Packaging Line
100000: Design Library

Delete...

a
o

Settings

%

Filename

Default values for parts

Drawing No*

|[F|Ie Number]

Custom Scope Properties
w Custom Entity Properties
Custom Entity Settings
Lookup Lists
Combination Properties
Model Combination Unit ~
Drawing Combination
Weldment Combination
RAL Color
Color
Batch Job
Print Properties
Sheet Format Action ltem
Layer Definitions
File Conversion
Database Search Groups
Materials
Export Profiles
Cutting Profile Options
Coord Note Options

Configuration No \,
ltem category v

Type Fabricated ~

<

Dxf selection A

<

‘ Cutting 2

&«

»

File information
[l Dxfneeded
Description & |

@.—

5 Default values for assemblies

B
B2

Default values for drawings 6

To assign default property values to your project, open the CUSTOMTOOLS Options dialog:

From the Profile Options tab,
Select Project from the tree view.

Select the project where the default property value should be assigned.

P b P

To define the default custom properties for parts, select Default Values for parts. Once
selected, the Properties pane appears. Custom properties that should be loaded
automatically with the project can be defined.

Defines default values to be loaded with assemblies.

Defines default values to be loaded with drawings.
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CUSTOMTOOLS
Selecting a project from the Properties pane

_JP’SSOLJDWORKS‘ File Edit View Insert Tools Window F

Features ‘ Sketch ‘ Sheet Metal ‘ Weldments ‘ Evaluate| DimXper

S B[R[¢]@]
Properties @
v X
Action: Ll
i, ‘sz
£ |pefaut ~
r- Property Specific b
9 Default v

[(linclude only active/referenced configuration

[& | 123457 CustomTools Y|
=L General
Filenam| i+, 100000: Design Library ~
S IR 122457 CustomTools|
1 123458: ATR Soft
g =1, 123459: Hallidon Group v
d L 123460: Conveyor
|}, 123467: Packaging Line

It -
bl w

Click on Properties to open the Properties pane of CUSTOMTOOLS. By default, CUSTOMTOOLS, loads
the last used Project for new models created in SOLIDWORKS or selects the projects assigned to the

model. If no project is used (e.g. for files that were designed before using CUSTOMTOOLS) then the

No Project is selected.

By clicking on General, then all the Projects defined in CUSTOMTOOLS appears in the menu. The

desired project can then be selected.

Q TIP: Project default values can be unloaded by clicking on the |E| icon.
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